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	Name of Participant

	Marie Esposito


	Name of Workshop/Lecture/Course/Conference

	The Languages Connection


	Date/Venue

	11-14 July, 2007 in Perth


	Brief Synopsis

	The Language Connection Conference 11-14 July 2007

The conference was very interesting and the topics very diverse. I chose a few to mention here that were especially relevant to  me. 
The different presentations showed how language and culture are intertwined and how these affect teachers’ methods of planning teaching and learning in the language classroom. 

Teachers and academics discussed issues relating to planning interculturally focussed language programs and the ways in which intercultural goals can be introduced into language teaching in an effective way. This was brought up by Assoc/Prof Anthony Liddicoat from South Australia.

We saw how recent studies combining psychology and linguistics show clear evidence of the significance of interdisciplinary activities using modern technology. I personally presented a PowerPoint about my work  and a DVD available at scool.

I attended a very interesting workshop on how television commercials provide a rich source of linguistic and cultural material that we can exploit in the language classroom; it would appeal to all students of different levels, as the main tool is humour. This was presented by our Language Consultant, Ghislaine Barbe from AIS New South Wales.

The Learning Federation provided some of the new interactive multimedia language resources; we heard how teachers are using them and how TLF is supporting teachers as they seek to integrate the new forms of resources into their pedagogical practice. This was introduced by Dr Olivia Clarke from Victoria.

Some important questions were raised, including the extent to which ICT is integrated into school languages instruction and whether there are any technology-induced changes in teachers’ pedagogy. Therefore there is still work to be done and understanding to be realised before authentic integration of ICT in languages curricula can take place. This was discussed with Dr Huizhong Shen and Dr Lesley Harbon from New South Wales.


	Intended Follow Up

	Keep in touch with my Colleagues.
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