REPORT

PRIMARY TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP 

Saturday 29th March, 2008

Rozelle Public School

Finalement……..les vacances and some free time to write this report. 

The weather was fine and the Rozelle Public School Markets had already been buzzing since 7am. By nine o’clock, all attendees had found suitable parking and were in the school library enjoying a “real” coffee, thanks to the impressive barista skills of Jillian from Intext. 

After a warm welcome from Ms Lyn Doppler, the Principal of Rozelle PS, the 10 attendees (both high school and primary teachers, including our President Marie-Jo Esposito) participated in various interactive activities presented by NAFT members Cathy Tikoft, Stephanie Cook (our membership secretary) and myself. These activities included games, comptines and lesson ideas using picture books, that we had learned about during our Stage de Besançon in January this year.

Following a pause-café, where we ate delicious sweet tartes from the Croquembouche Patisserie, Botany, we visited my little French classroom and looked at various teaching aids, picture books, DVDs and the Théâtre de marionnettes. We then spent an hour or so in the school’s computer lab sharing and researching useful websites and downloading on to pendrives, numerous fabulous teaching resources that we three presenters had been given in Besançon. We also listened to a talk and DVD presented by Mr Marc Boniface from GET Tours about the possibility of taking primary age students on a school visit to New Caledonia. Jillan Symons from Intext also shared with us the interactive “Alex et Zoé” CD ROM.

After sharing a selection of savoury quiches and fresh fruit for lunch, we drew tickets in our tombola. Everyone went home with prizes donated by the following businesses, whom we would like to sincerely thank for their continued support of our association:

· Picture books/readers and posters from Jacques Bernard of ‘LE FORUM” 

· Magazines and posters from Anne Carruthers of “BAYARD PRESS”

· A $50.00 gift card for product from Jillian Symons of ‘INTEXT”

· A beautiful basket of delicious French products including a bottle of Moët et Chandon champagne from Marc Boniface of “GET Tours”

I would like to thank everyone who participated on the day, including Cathy, Steph, my principal Lyn Doppler for making the special effort to come to school to address us, Katherine Thackray and Karen Clarkson, two of our regional teachers for travelling for hours to join us, Keith Guy, our school’s brilliant technical specialist teacher for being a whiz with everything technical, making the whole day run without a hitch and our Executive members, Muriel, Gilda and Marion for helping me with the paperwork and Ghislaine Barbe for her helpful input with the initial flyer.

I think the workshop was a success, with all teachers going back to school with lots of new teaching ideas and resources. I hope to hold the event again next year at Rozelle Public School and hope that we will be “plus nombreux”. I will endeavour to upload some of the resources presented on the day on to the NAFT website as soon as I can. Meanwhile, if I could recommend one website to you to open immediately, it is this one. 

www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/french/french.htm

It is amazing! Open it and see!

À bientôt

Susie Newman

Primary Co-ordinator
