THÉÂTRE DE MARIONNETTES

NAFT CONFERENCE 4.11.06 


Puppets are a great teaching tool because:
· Students of all ages love them because they are colourful, funny, sometimes cheeky and a change from listening to the teacher.

· Shy students who normally don’t speak up, will often speak to a puppet.

· They encourage the students to be creative.

· Students can recast previously taught language in new situations.

· Speaking through a puppet causes students to think on their feet. Impromptu speech. Speaking through a puppet makes the language come alive and be “real” to the students.
But why use a Puppet Theatre?
· Because a puppet theatre transforms a lesson into a theatrical presentation, with all of its inherent charm and excitement. Everyone becomes instantly captivated by the miniature stage, proscenium arch, curtains and the prospect of being entertained by the PLAYERS – “the puppets” and their handlers.

· Because everyone, students and teachers, enjoys the feeling of being part of an audience and being entertained.

· Because students, particularly young ones, enjoy getting inside the structure and hiding themselves, speaking only through their puppet.

· It appeals to all ages, Preschool through to older students, even adults.

· Older students can write and present plays for the younger students.

To build your own “castelet”, you will need:
· Some lengths of pinewood, (new or recycled). My “Castelet was built in 3 rectangles 1 metre wide by 2 metres high with a extra cross piece of pine for strength, joined together with hinges.  One of the three frames detaches, while the other two fold together making it very transportable.

· Two  rectangles of plywood for frontispiece (1 metre square) and headboard (1 metre x 30 cms)  

· A solid piece of pine for the stage. (1 metre x 20cms x 2cms)

· Some hinges, screws and tools, including a jigsaw to cut decorative headboard.

· Plush fabric for curtains, tassels, fringing, sewing machine, staple gun, cording, curtain wire, hooks,

· Coloured paints (interior flat paint is fine) and varnish.

· Helpers with enthusiasm. Enthusiasm is more important than artistic skills. You can get  lots of ideas for designs and colours from the internet, just google puppet theatre or théâtre de marionnettes. 
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A Possible Design
Some Teaching Ideas:

· Retell stories from picture books and fairy tales already shared with students. Children recast text through puppet characters.

· Change sign on headboard to read “Café Paris” or “Épicerie” or “Confiserie” and play shop using puppets as “les patrons” and students or puppets as “les clients”.  Use real “euros” to do transactions.

· Conversation practice ie: two puppets have a conversation about themselves, the weather etc.

· Students write their own dialogues or play scripts and act them out for their peers or younger students.

· Teacher introduces or revises vocabulary and structures using a  puppet, or two puppets.

· Tell children about the character “Guignol’ and the history of puppet theatres in France.  Alternatively, students can research this themselves.

· Buy the original “Guignol, Gnafron et le Gendarme” from the French company “AU BOIS JOLI”, 19 Rue du Sallé, 29000 QUIMPER, France.Tel: 33 02 98 95 24 87 Fax: 33 02 98 95 39 70 www.auboisjoli.com 

44 euros for the Guignol Set, plus postage (within France 7.90 euros)

Guignol
Guignol is a French puppet show for children.The character of Guignol was devised between 1810 and 1812 by Laurent Mourguet, an unemployed workman from Lyon, supposedly in his own image. The man Laurent Mourguet was originally a silk weaver, but because of a lack of money became a dentist. He would travel from place to place pulling teeth with his large pincers, and eventually the people became scared of him, after hearing the screams of those having their teeth pulled, and would hide from him. To solve this, he created a puppet in his likeness to tell funny stories and ease people's fear of him. The puppet became so popular he stopped being a dentist completely and became a renowned puppeteer. The idea caught on, and there were many Guignol shows (similar to the English 'Punch and Judy' shows that were satirical, and used to complain about God, the lords, King, and anyone the people had any grievances about) around France. The government was very afraid of these gatherings, and made puppet shows illegal, which just encouraged the shows more. Puppeteers would just setup shop in the middle of a marketplace and move on when they were done.

Guignol has a friend, Gnafron, and an opponent, the Gendarme http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guignol

THE STORY OF GUIGNOL

Once upon a time there was a poor man who had a good wife and ten children.
This man lived in Lyon and was a silk weaver. That is to say he made beautiful silk materials of all colours. He was called Laurent Mourguet.
One day there was no more work for the silk weavers and so he was even poorer.
He was sad because he could no longer feed his many children.
This is how he became a tooth puller. From village to village, from square to square, along cobbled country roads a skinny old horse pulled his caravan.
Those people who had toothache came to see him. So he forced his enormous pincers into their painful mouths and pulled out the bad teeth.
But these huge pincers made people very frightened. The villagers trembled when they heard the screams as each tooth was heaved out. They ran to hide, and soon no one dared to approach the dentist's chair.
Laurent Mourguet wasn't discouraged. He had the idea of creating a doll. It looked very like himself. He called it GUIGNOL. Thus Guignol was born, with a wooden head and a material body ; it was a puppet. This little person told very funny stories. Passers-by stopped to listen, and everybody laughed. Then Mr. Mourguet suggested pulling out their teeth. In this joyful atmosphere the fear of the pincers disappeared. The people let themselves be treated because Guignol had given them the courage. Guignol became the public's friend because his stories let them forget all their troubles.
In view of the puppet's success, Laurent Mourguet abandoned his work as a dentist. He returned to Lyon to create a theatre where the young and the old could enjoy the adventures of Guignol. He continued to work for a long time ; his children became " guignolists". He died at a ripe old age, not a rich man but happy and renowned.

Franz Berniche
http://leguignol.free.fr/angleterre/histoiregb/histoirecorpsgb.htm 
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